
THP RITTT TlFPSif A f laughed loudlv andI irrov
JL11JL i erently Ballard glared fiercely
Bv Giorge Walter Kjiicrson

CHAPTER XIX

THE NDICINATION MLCTlNG
Continued from Inst week

Fred had been in Watervillo a lit-

tle
¬

oVer a week and higenthusmsm
was noticeably subducalrOiie ev-

ening
¬

he discovered that a great
many citizens were assembling in
the town hall and finding the
crowd composed of representatives
of nearly every family in Watcr-

villc lie joined the throng
Tho gathering proved to bo an

indignation meeting called to order
by J Arthur 13oast Instead ot
hurrahing for the Watcrvillo Town
Company its members were vigor-
ously

¬

denounced by the indignant
citizens and one of tho speakers
aftor addressing the chair said
among other things

Whore is our sash blind ana
door factory Where is our foun-

dry
¬

where is our woolon mills
Where is our canning factory
where is our great smelting plant
and where arc tho other manufac-
tunng enterprises that have been
promised us by tho Watervilb
Town Company Echo answers
where

Wo are told that when wc see a
thing in the Waterville Times it is-

so but where are these institutions
of progress which have been prom-

ised
¬

us Outside of Waterville
the newspapers claim the members
of the Waterville Town Company
to be a lot of restless town boomers
I believe what I see in these papers
The woods are already gi owing in-

tho streets of Waterville our town
is dead not one stranger in a week
alights from the train at Water ¬

ville We have been deceived and
it is now time for an indignant
community to assert its rights and
take the regnis of government so-

to speak in its own hands and givo
the Waterville Town Company to-

undei stand that no more bonds of
any kind will bo voted or subsi-

dies
¬

given in tho future
A number of other speakers ex-

pressed themselves in bitter terms
against tho Waterville Town Com-

pany
¬

flip chairman J Arthur
Boast finally addressed tho meeting
iu his thin piping voice aud advis-

ed moderation
He said it was true that prices

unfortunately had been inflated
during his absence and a reaction
had set in Ho reminded his liear-

ersfthut ho was still in the real es-

tate
¬

business and by listing their
pi opei ty with him ho would try to
put it on his special bargain list
and thought that he could possibly
in time reestablish confidence and
create a new era of activity in tliloS

real estate business
A selfish desire for future kind-

nesses
¬

from others usually prompts
us to appear considerably generous
and Boast wasvery careful not to
openly charge the depression at-

Waterville to any ono in particu-
lar

¬

hut his insinuations left no
doubt that ho meant tho Waterville
Town Company Ho was a man
who believed ho was born to be a
leader and a power among men
but hto was circumscribed not
dwarfed but diminutivo to snehan
extent that it was an impossibility
for him to bo loyal to more than
one man at a time and he believed
that loyalty to ono required dis-

loyalty
¬

to all others
It was the idea of the citizens at

the meeting that retrenchment was
in order Ono speaker advised
closing tho public schpol Tho sug-

gestion
¬

seemed tomeet with favor
Old Dick Ballard pushed his way
through the crowd and addressing
tlie chairman begged tho people
tq listen to reason lie talked rap-

idly
¬

and protected his sore lip with
his hand as a covering

You know he said if we
blindly wish for a thing regardless
of the cost it is prima facie evi-

dence
¬

that the wish is not a rational
one Im school director in this
ore township Tho office sought

mo I didnt seek tho office Re-

trenchment
¬

in any other lino ex-

ceptinHWc closin down of tho pub
lie school is perhaps all right but
dont take a step backward If
wo dont have a school wc wont
liayo any educated people and a
town without education is worso
than dead Our public school sys ¬

tem is our prido and should appeal
to the patriotism of every ono hore-

A voice from tho back part of tho-

houso called outs
Soy Dick I thought your drum

corps waa Watervilles prido

and said
You shut up-

Inconclusion he offered to give
an entertainment with his state mi-

litia
¬

company for thb benefit of the
public school at Waterville and be-

came

¬

so enthusiastic that ho al-

most

¬

forgot his cracked lip As a
consequence during the balahce of-

tho evening he was holding a hand-

kerchief to the injured member
His remarks would probably have

been effective had not a fiery
speaker followed him and advanced
the idea that the discontinuing of
the public school would be a direct
lebuko to the Waterville Town
Company

Tho latter speaker yelled a little
louder spoke even more rapidly
gesticulatedmore violently so of
course lw swayed the ficldc opinion
of his hearers around to his side of
the subject

Tjet it be noised abroad ho

shouted that the residents of Wa ¬

terville refuse to pay any school
taxes and then tho Waterville
Town Company will begin to un-

derstand
¬

that we must be consult-
ed

¬

or we will thwart their schemes
for booming the town All thoy care
for anyhow is the money there is-

in selling town lots
Tho speaker then asked Dick Bil-

nrd how much money was in tho
teachers fund of the school treas-

ury
¬

Ballard said he did not know but
he could find out in a day or two
The speaker fuithor addressing tho
chair said

I movo you sir that it is tho
spirit of this demonstration that wo
quit paying taxes to support a pub-
lic

¬

school in Waterville and when
the funds now on hnnd are exhaust-
ed

¬

that qui sfchools be closed
The motion prevailed almost

unanimously there being only a
few feeble protests and they were
not recognized by the presiding of-

ficer
¬

A little later Fred felt some one
plucking at his sleeve and Dick
Ballard motioned to him to fol-

low
¬

Now sir said Ballard in a
deep stagelike whisper when they
wore alone fhere is some mighty
important work to bo done Be-

in the parlor of myhotel in half an
hour Say nuthin and nt this
Ballard with a mysterious look on
his face turned and hurried away
in flic darkness

Fred walked over to the hotel
and a little later found Dick Bal-
lard

¬

Wilbur Winthrop and Bar-
ney

¬

iftlcCaffrcy waiting for him
Ballard was very careful to lockllie
door securely and then turning to
the others said

Now gentlemen we have busi-
ness

¬

of importance on fyand Yes
sir the time has come1 for us to
act and act promptly Ijold on
just jvait a minuto until I read
you a letter This iV private said
he tapping the letter which he un-
folded

¬

with a great flourish This
is irom General Ira Iflbusj the
greatest town builder in tho world
Now heros what ho says

I will settle my board bill
no hold on thats not tho place
Hero it is Tell the people to be
patient Sugar is sweet vinegar
is sour oil is smooth with the three
wo make salad This is life The
most hopeful hour is in the early
morning tho brightest hour is at
high noon and the most beautiful
hour tho twilight Waterville is
all right It is not a rumor but a
reality that gives substantial im-

petus
¬

to stock values What do you
think of that gentlemen said
Ballard as ho folded the letter and
put it in his pocket Isnt that
great

I tell you General Ira House
can come as naer breaking tlvo

shell and gettin at tho meat in the
kernel as any man I ever knew
He is brainy and no mistake Our
citizens are excited and in their ex-

citement
¬

they arc foolish They are
attempting to bite tho hand that is
feeding us all and that man J Ar-
thur

¬

Boast is tho worst of the lot
I would trust a stuttering sinner
beforo I would a shamming saint
Ho lo lis as if all his days were
Sundays when as a matter of fact
he is full of Friday night frolics
as n pocupineis of quills

Tho Tovjn Company ljas made
this town I address my remarks
to you Mr Ttockwoll Modesty for-
bids

¬

sir that I should say to ray
friends tho rcsidont director and
Mr Winthrop that whioh I unhes-

itatingly
¬

proolaim to an outshlo

paily Now lpt me ask you Mr
Rockwell if I didnt toll you long
ago that the niembers of thoWa-
tcrville Town Company wore tho
brainiest lot of men this country
has ever produced

I belicve you made that re-

mark
¬

s
Yes sir and Im proud to re-

peat
¬

the statement and in tho let-

ter
¬

that Ivo just read is evidence
prima facio evidence that Water ¬

ville is only rcstin as it Were pre-
paratory

¬

to cnterin a freeforall-
Wurdlo race and mnkin thp fastest
time on record Yes sir her time
will be <i record breaker arid she
will distance all wouldbe competi-
tors

¬

notwithstanding tho slander ¬

ousand libelous articles now goin
the rounds of the press

1 We arc now continued Bal
tce The closing of ou prublic
lard a ways and means commit
school would indeed bo a calamity
They asked mo over at the town
mcetin how much money we have
in the school tieasury I told them
I didnt know I beg you gentle ¬

mens pardon for my reply I do
know Theres not a daguation
cent I was forced into the awk ¬

ward position of tellin a falsehood
for the good of my adopted city of-

Waterville Now gentlemen what
do you advise ho concluded put-
ting

¬

his handekrclncf to his crack ¬

ed lipa-
I think said McCaffrey that

the taxpayers are not objecting to
our public school The Waterville
Town Companyfowns fullythree
fourths of the property in Water ¬

ville Truo progress pays no heed
to opinion and we want the school
to go on no matter what a few ox
citid people say about it The citi-

zens
¬

who arc loudest m denouncing
the expense and calling most vig
ordusly for retrenchment as a
matter of fact pay scarcely a pen ¬

ny of tax uis usual Jiowever
those who talk loudest in a com
munity invariably do the least

Youre right said Dick Bal-
lard

¬

glowingly Thats the talk I

Theres argument in your remarks
Mr McCaffrpy and if I had tWom
printed on lodgers I would regard
it ds a personal privilege to deliver
copiek to thejinembers of my state
militia company and issue a gen ¬

eral orclcrtp liavc thejn distributed
over tho entire town

I wish to call yourattention-
to one thing continued Ballard

Noymember of my stato militia
company voted to discontinue the
pUblio school no sir not one

Winthrlip observed that the le
monstrauon was a hasty action
that would probably be disap-
proved of by the people themselves
after more mature reflection

A few weeks ago he wont-
on these same peoplewere hur-
rahing

¬

for ttio Waterville Town
Company They expect us to per-
form

¬

wonders in a few weeks time
which in reality will require
many years of hard work to ac-
complish

¬

Men may dip for glory
and be wprshiped for fame and
be eulogizetl but when a man gives
his lifo trying to build up tho fron-
tier

¬

and happens to dosometMng
unpopular with the common people
he is blank blank blanked I fully
believe the present depression will
be followed by a healthy activity
satisfying to tha most pronounced
pessimistin Waterville

Gentlemen said Dick Ballard
there are four of us Miss Vir-

ginia
¬

Hillard js a most exemplary
young lady wliile as a teacher stoo-

is without apeer Her salary for
the entire year is only five hundred
dollars I stand ready to pledge
myself for oncfonrth of this
amount

But me down for onefourth
said Fred

I will gladly pay onefourth
said McCaffrey and my check is
ready at any time

Count me in on the deal said
Wilbur Winthrop

Just onq thing gentlemen
said Ballard I ampretty well
acquainted with MSss Hilliard She
is indeed tho daughter of her
father and she possesses his spirit
of independence to a very large de-
gree

¬

If she knew that hler com-

pensation
¬

was comin from private
sources you could not get her to-

toucha dollarof it therefore I
think it is best to consider this
compact as strictly confidential

Ballards view met with tho ap ¬

proval of all his associates Tho
conversation becoming general
Frpd inquired when the Tqwn Com-

pany
¬

would probably havo another
meeting
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